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SUBJECT: CONSULTATIONS BY US MISSIONS OVERSEAS WITH 
REPRESENTATIVES OF ALLIANCE NATIONS 

REF: (A) STATE 28873; (B) WARSAW 0911; (C) STATE 34206 

1. MEETING OF NATO CHIEFS OF MISSION IN WARSAW WERE 
SUSPENDED SOME YEARS AGO, APPARENTLY AROUND THE TIME FRANCE 
WITHDREW ITS MILITARY FORCES FROM NATO COMMAND. DESPITE 
SPORADIC EFFORTSTO REVIVE THEM, FRENCH OBJECTIONS PRE- 
VAILED AND, WHEN I ARRIVED HERE IN DECEMBER , 1972, THERE 
WERE NO NATO MEETINGS. MONTHLY LUNCHEON MEETINGS OF 
THE EC-9 HAD BEEN INSTITUTED AT SOME EARLIER TIME 
(COINCIDENT, I BELIEVE, WITH THE EC EXPANSION) AND CON- 
TINUE TO BE HELD, ALTHOUGH PARTICIPATING CHIEFS OF 
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MISSION PLACE A LOW EVALUATION ON THEM, SINCE THE MF.FT - 
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INGS ROTATE AMONG THE RESIDENCES OF MEMBER COM'S AND 
ARE CONSEQUENTLY NOT HELD IN SECURE PREMISES. NATO 
SERVICE ATTACHES (INCLUDING THE FRENCH) MEET FREQUENTLY 
AND HARMONIOUSLY IN SECURE PREMISES FOR EXCHANGE OF 
MILITARY-INTELLIGENCE INFORMATION. ADDITIONALLY, AN 
INFORMALLY ORGANIZED GROUP OF POLITICAL COUNSELORS AND 
OFFICERS AND DCM'S FROM SMALLER MISSIONS MEETS MONTHLY 
TO EXCHANGE INFORMATION AND VIEWS ON POLISH DOMESTIC 
DEVELOPMENTS. IT DOES NOT INCLUDE REPRESENTATIVES OF 
ALL NATO MISSIONS IN WARSAW (SOME ARE NOT THAT INTERESTED 
IN THE DOMESTIC SCENE) AND INCLUDES REPRESENTATIVES OF SOME 
NON-NATO FRIENDLY STATES (E.G., SWITZERLAND). FOR THE FIRST 
TIME IN RECENT YEARS, LAST MONTH S MEETING OF THIS GROUP 
WAS IOINED BY THE FRENCH POLITICAL OFFICER(FIRST SECRE- 
TARY); THE FRENCH HAD DROPPED OUT ABOUT THE TIME 
THE NATON CHIEFS OF MISSION MEETINGS ENDED. 

2. AT THE INSTIGATION OF THE CANADIAN AND BELGIAN 
AMBASSADOR, AND WITH THE ACTIVE SUPPORT OF THE BRITISH, 

FRG, AND TURKISH AMBASSADOR, AND MYSELF, THE NATO 
CHIEFS OF MISSION MEETINGS WERE RESUMED IN MAY, 1973. 

BEFORE THEY RESUMED, THE THEN FRENCH AMBASSADOR(JORDA, 
NOW IN VIENNA) WAS APPROACHED BY THE CANADIAN AND ASKED 
TO JOIN. HE REFUSED, CONTENDING THAT THE QUAI BELIEVED 
SUCH MEETINGS WERE NOT CONSONANT WITH FRANCE'S SPECIAL 
RELATIONSHIP WITH POLAND. ( TO POLAND'S ROLE IN THIS 
RELATIONSHIP, ONE HIGH POLISH OFFICIAL - AND FORMER 
POLISH AMBASSADOR TO FRANCE - RECENTLY APPLIED THE 
JUDGMENT WHICH THE POLES FORMED AFTER THE NAPOLEONIC 
WARS: "TOUJOURS FIDELE; TOUJOURS DECUE" THE OTHER 
ELEVEN NATO COM'S HAVE SINCE MET REGULARLY ONCE A MONTH 
(USUALLY ON THE SECOND TUESDAY OR WEDNESDAY OF THE MONTH), 
ALTERNATING AMONG THE AMERICAN, BRITISH, AND CANADIAN 
ACOUSTICAL CONFERENCE ROOMS. IN THE ABSENSE OF AN AM- 
BASSADOR, CHARGES DO NOT ATTEND. IN HONOR OF OUR ABSENT 
COLLEAGUE, THE CHAIRMANSHIP OF MEETING ROTATES IN 
ACCORDANCE WITH THE FRENCH ALPHABETICAL ORDER OF THE 
NAMES OF THE STATES REPRESENTED. ALL TEN OF MY 
COLLEAGUES HAVE REPEATEDLY EXPRESEED THEIR SATISFACTION 
THAT THESE MEETINGS HAVE RESUMED AND THEIR GRATIFICATION 
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THAT WE NOW HAVE A FORUM, OTHER THAN THE COCKTAIL CIRCUIT, 
IN WHICH WE CAN EXCHANGE INFORMATION AND VIEWS. THE LEVEL 
OF CANDOR HAS BEEN HIGH. THE MEETINGS ARE ALSO USED 
TO CONCERT A NATO (MINUE ONE) VIEW ON LOCAL ADMINISTRATIVE 
AND PROTOCOLARY PROBLEMS. 

3. WHEN THE NEW FRENCH AMBASSADOR (DAUGE) ARRIVED HERE 
AT THE BEGINNING OF THE YEAR, THE CANADIAN AMBASSADOR 



Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 




Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



INVITED HIM TO JOING OUR MEETINGS. AFTER HAVING CHECKED 
WITH THE QUAI, DAUGE TOLD US THAT THERE WAS NO OBJECTION 
IN PRINCIPLE TO HIS PARTICIPATION, BUT THAT THE QUAI FELT 
IT WOULD BE AWKWARD FOR HIM NOW TO JOIN THIS ALREADY 
ESTABLISHED BODY. PERHAPS IT WOULD PROVE POSSIBLE TO 
FIND A CONVENIENT TIME IN THE FUTURE FOR HIM TO JOIN. 

(IT WAS FOLLOWING THIS EXCHANGE THAT THE FRENCH FIRST 
SECRETARY JOINED THE POLITICAL OFFICERS GROUP.) 

4. OF COURSE. THE POLISH AUTHORITIES KNOW THAT WE 
MEET; PARTICIPANTS ARRIVE BY CAR WITH FLAGS FLYING. 

SO FAR, HOWEVER, THEREHAS BEEN NO MENTION TO ANY OF US 
BY ANY POLISH OFFICIAL OF THAT KNOWLEDGE. 

5. NOR AM I AWARE THAT ANY OF THE SIX PARTICIPATING 
COLLEAGUES OF THE EC-9 HAS RECEIVED ANY OBJECTION FROM 
HIS FOREIGN OFFICE TO THESE NATO MEETINGS. 

6. 1 CONSIDER THESE MEETINGS VALUABLE BOTH FOR THE IN- 
FORMATION IMPARTED (E.G., DEBRIEFING ON OFFICIAL VISITS; 

FOR EXAMPLE, THE FRG AMBASSADOR HAS KEPT US FULLY INFORMED 
ON THE VEXED COURSE OF FRG-POLISH NEGOTIATIONS) AND AS 
AN ACTIVITY BY MEANS OF WHICH OUR ALLIANCE RELATIONSHIP 
TAKES ON MORE THAN TOKEN CHARACTER. THE CHIEFS OF THE 
SMALLER MISSION (BELGIAN, DANISH, DUTCH, GREEK, NOR 
WEGIAN, AND TURKISH) OBBIOUSLY BENEFIT MORE THAN THOSE 
OF US WHOSE STAFFS ARE LARGER.AND FREQUENTLY ACKNOWLEDGE 
THIS DEBT. ON THE OTHER HAND, EACH OF THE SMALLER-MISSION 
CHIEFS HAS MADE A SIGNIFICANT CONTRIBUTION AT ONE TIME 
OR THE OTHER. 

7. FRENCH AMBASSADOR DAUGE HAS INFORMALLY INDICATED 
THAT HE PERSONALLY REGRETS HIS ABSENCE AND HOPES A 
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WAY WILL BE FOUND TO ENABLE HIM TO JOIN. MEANWHILE, 

SOME OF US ARE RELIEVED THAT WE DO NOT HAVE TO MEET 
IN THE FRENCH ACOUSTICAL CONFERENCE ROOM. DOUBTS PER 
SIST ABOUT THE SECURITY OF THIS ROOM, DESPITE THE RE- 
MOVAL OF A LARGE NUMBER OF MICROPHONES FROM THE FRENCH 
EMBASSY IN 1972. 

DAVIES 
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